During 2000-2006, numerous American and South African cultural heritage partnerships were formed
as part of a hi-national South African National Cultural Heritage Project. At that time the Nelson Mandela
Museum (Mthatha, Eastern Cape, South Africa) and the Michigan State University Museum (East Lansing,
Michigan, USA) forged a partnership and have since collaborated on many research, exhibition, and
education programs. Their co-produced Dear Mrs Parks, Dear Mr Mandela: Children’s Letters, Global
Lessons exhibition was first launched at the Nelson Mandela Museum in 2008 as part of the celebrations
of Mr. Mandela’s 90th birthday. It was funded by a grant from the American Association of Museums,
through its Museums and Community Collaborations Abroad Program, a partnership program with the
U.S. Department of State Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. Additional financial support was
provided by the Nelson Mandela Foundation. A U.S. version of the exhibition was subsequently shown at
the MSU Museum in 2010 and traveling versions of the exhibition have since been circulated to many
venues in the United States and South Africa.

In 2020, the Nelson Mandela Museum received a grant from the U.S. Embassy in South Africa to create
a new physical iteration of the exhibition, a digital version, and related curriculum materials. The Rosa
and Raymond Parks Institute for Self Development joined the Nelson Mandela Museum and the MSU
Museum as a primary partner in this new endeavor. In addition, the revised exhibition benefits from
the input of staff of the Robben Island Museum (Cape Town, Western Cape, South Africa), Mind-builders
(Bronx, NYC, USA), University of Stellenbosch Museum (Stellenbosch, Western Cape, South Africa), and
the 0 Street Museum (Washington, D.C., USA).

ORIGINAL VERSION

Curatorial Team: C. Kurt Dewhurst, Marsha MacDowell, Khwezi ka Mplumlwana, Gregory J. Reed, and
Noel Solani.

Curatorial, Editorial, and Design Consultation: Kader Asmal, Arthur Brown, Luli Callinicos, Graham
Goddard, Verne Harris, David Hlongwane, Rachels Laws, Pumeza Mandela, Nolubabalo Ngxekana,
Jabulani Sithole, Mzomhle Somlensa, Nokuzola Tetani, and Patrice Wilson.

Design and Fabrication: Oryx Multimedia, Roger Friedman and Benny Gool, Directors; Abie Collins,
Project Manager; and Nita Nagar, Designer.

Special thanks to Keeper of the Word Foundation, Amy Bell-Mulaudzi, Getty Images, Benny Gool/0ryx
Multimedia Archives, Monika Christian, Major Visions Video Productions, Brittany Tucker, Mark Kerrin,
Kimra Kone, Gina M. Brintley, Stephen Furze, Paul Goyette, The Detroit Free Press, The Michigan
Chronicle, Monica Morgan, Maurita K. Coley, David Turnley, John Robert Williams, Yusof Omar, Marit
Dewhurst, Rehana Odendaal, Iziko Museums, U.S. Consulate in South Africa, U.S. Embassy in South
Africa, University of Ft. Hare, and the University of Western Cape-Robben Island Mayibuye Archives.

UPDATED VERSION

Curatorial, Editorial, Project Management Team: Neliswe Thwala, Cynthia Carter, Olivia Furman, Madaha
Kinsey-Lamh, Marsha MacDowell, Pumeza Mandela, Vanessa Mitchell, Janeke Deodata Thumbran, and
Ms. Anita Peek. In addition, assistance was provided by Bonke Tyhulu, Ms. Elaine Eason Steele, C. Kurt
Dewhurst, H. H. Leonards, Tracy Halliday, Ulrich Wolff, Laura Johnson, and Vuvu Mayongo.

Design and Fabrication: DreamFuel Media, Abie Collins and Alberic Vollmer, Project Managers; and
Keagan Pretorius, Designer.
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MRS. PARKS AND

About ROSA PARKS...

Ms. Elaine Eason Steele (1944-) spent 44 years with Mrs. Parks
as her assistant and co-founder of Rosa and Raymond Parks
Institute for Self-Development. They worked together on several
civil and human rights projects. Ms. Steele was pivotal in the
Pathways to Freedom program and in every decision of all books
with Mrs. Parks. Ms. Steele was also a producer for “The Rosa
Parks Story”, a made-for-television film.

Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for Self-Development hitp://
www.rosaparks.org/

Rosa Parks and Jim Haskins, Rosa Parks: My Story. New York:
Scholastic Inc., 1992.

Rosa Parks and Gregory J. Reed, Dear Mrs. Parks: A Dialogue With
Today’s Youth. New York: Lee & Low Books, 1996. This book was
honored in 1996 with the National Association for Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP)’'s Image Award for Outstanding Literary
Work (Children’s Literature Category). This book served as the
inspiration for this exhibition.

Douglas Brinkley, Rosa Parks. New York: Penguin Lives, 2000.

Rosa Parks and Jim Haskins, / AM ROSA PARKS. New York: Puffin
(reprint edition) 1999. Recommended for preschool-aged
children.

P o :
4 i "{L_,-',_‘_a"\- [ >

MR. MANDELA:

About NELSON MANDELA...

Nelson Mandela. Long Walk to Freedom. London: Little, Brown
and Company, 1995.

Long Walk to Freedom has been translated in multiple languages,
including the other 10 official languages spoken in South Africa.
An easy reading version for learners is also available. For young
readers, the Nelson Mandela Foundation has published a popular
comic series hased on the book.

Mac Maharaj and Ahmed Kathrada, eds. Mandela: The Authorized
Portrait. Auckland, New Zealand: PQ Publishers Ltd., 2006.

Peter Limb. Nelson Mandela: A Bibliography. Westport,
Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 2008

Nelson Mandela Museum
http://www.nelsonmandelamuseum.org.za/

Nelson Mandela Foundation
http://www.nelsonmandela.org/




